MODAL VERBS: CAN, COULD
	• Modal verbs are followed by other verbs in the infinitive. She must go home.
	• They have no -s in the third person singular present form. He can ski.

	• They are used to make negative forms, questions, short answers and question tags. We can't do it. Can you do it? Yes, I can. We can do it later, can't we?
	• Some of them, like must, have no past or future form. We use have to instead. / must go now. (present) / had to go then, (past) / will have to go soon, (future)


CAN /CANT/COULD
	• CAN is used for ability; to say that you know or don't know how to do something. Positive
I/you /he/she /it /we /you/they
can play tennis. Negative
I/you/he/she /it /we /you/they
can't play tennis. Question
Can I /you /he/ she / it / we /you /
they play tennis?
	Past form of can s could
Positive
I / you / he / she / it / we / you / they could read at the age of five.
Negative            I /you /he /she /it / we /you/they couldn't write at the age of five.
Question
Could I / you / he / she / it/we/ you / they read and write at the age of five?

	• CAN is used for permission; to ask if you can do something. Can I go out tonight, Mum? No, you can't You have a lot of homework.
	CAN has no future form so we use will be
able to instead.
Positive
I/you/he/she /it/we /you /they will be able to play tennis with Tina soon.
Negative
I/you/he/she/it/ we/you/they won't be able to play tennis with Tina soon.
Question
Will I / you / he / she / it / we / you / they be able to play tennis with Tina soon?

	•
We can use COULD if we want to be very polite.
— Could I  use you phone, please? — Yes, of course.
•
We also use fee allowed to for giving permission or refusing permission (prohibition).
You can use a dictionary.          = You are allowed to use a dictionary.
You can't leave your bike here. = You are not allowed to leave your bike here. We couldn't stay out late when = We were not allowed to stay out late when we were kids.                                       were kids.


