Plural forms of nouns

1. To form the plural of a noun we usually add –s to the singular:

A cat – cats , a top – tops, a clock – clocks (which sounds as [s]);

A pen pens, a day – days, a chair – chairs (which sounds as [is])
2. Noun in ending -ch,  -sh,  -ss, -x take –es (which sounds as [is]):

A dress – dresses, a bench – benches, a brush – brushes.
3. Noun in ending –o is given –es (which sounds as [is]):

A tomato – tomatoes, a potato – potatoes

But: 

a kilo – kilos, a piano – pianos, a photo- photos, a radio – radios

4. Nouns ending in consonant + y drop the –y and take –ies:

A cherry – cherries, a family - families 

5. Nouns ending in –f or –fe drop –f or –fe  and take –ves:

A calf – calves, a loaf – loaves
But:

1. A hoof – hoofs/hooves, a scarf – scarfs/scarves

2. A cliff – cliffs, a roof – roofs, a hankerchief – heackerchiefs,

A belief – beliefs.
6. [image: image1.wmf]Irregular plurals:
A man – men

A woman – women 

A child – children

A foot – feet

A goose – geese

A tooth- teeth

A louse – lice

A mouse – mice

An ox – oxen

A deer – deer

A sheep - sheep
